Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.173; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5.
In the title compound, C 31 H 27 NP 2 , the diphenylphosphanyl groups are staggered relative to the PNP backbone. The N atom is displaced by 0.219 (2) Å from the plane formed by the two P atoms and the methylene C atom. The angles around the N atom are 120. 84 (16), 113.29 (16) and 120.57 (12) , indicating that it exhibits a distorted trigonal-pyramidal geometry. There are no classical intermolecular interactions. In the title compound (Fig. 1) , the diphenylphosphanyl groups are staggered relative to the P1/N1/P2 backbone. The N atom is displaced by 0.219 (2) Å from the plane formed by two P atoms and a C atom of the benzyl group. The angles around the N atom are 120.84 (16) °, 113.29 (16) °, and 120.57 (12) °, respectively, indicating that the nitrogen atom adopts a distorted trigonal-pyramidal geometry. The crystal structure is stabilized by van der Waals' interactions ( Fig. 2 ).
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Experimental
To a solution of chlorodiphenylphosphine (1.8 ml, 10 mmol) and triethylamine (1.4 ml, 10 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (30 ml) was added dropwise benzylamine (0.55 ml, 5 mmol) at 273 K. The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 18 h. The solution was washed with NaOH solution. The organic phase was dried with MgSO 4 . Removal of solvent afforded a white solid of the title compound which was recrystallized from CH 2 Cl 2 and ethanol (1:1) toafford colourless crystals.
Refinement
All the H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction coefficient: 0.077 (9) supplementary materials sup-3 
